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pay him with. I have a coin that is not cast in his mint and he
cannot steal it. It is superior to any he has yet produced. It is
non-violence; and the symbol of it is the spinning-wheel. I have,
therefore, presented it to the country with the fullest confidence.
Krishna failed to do nothing he wished to do, so says the author
of the Mahabharata. He was omnipotent. It is futile to drag
Krishna from His heights. If He has to be judged as a mere
mortal, I fear He will fare badly and will have to take a back
seat. Mahabharata is neither fiction nor history commonly so
called. It is the history of the human soul in which God as
Krishna is the chief actor. There are many things in that poem
that my poor understanding cannot fathom. There are in it many
things which are obvious interpolations. It is not a treasure
chest. It is a mine which needs to be explored, which needs to
be dug deep and from which diamonds have to be extracted after
removing much foreign matter. Therefore, I would urge my
friends, the full-fledged revolutionaries, or those in the making, or
on the verge of being such, to keep their feet firm on mother
earth and not scale the Himalayan heights to which the poet
took Arjuna and his other heroes. Anyway, I must respectfully
refuse even to attempt the ascent. The plains of Hindustan are
good enough for me.

To descend to the plains, then, let the questioner understand
that I had not gone to. the court to persuade the judge of my
innocence. But on the contrary, I went there to plead fully
guilty and ask for the highest penalty. For, the breach by me
of the man-made law was deliberate. The judge did not, could
not, believe me to be innocent. There was not much sacrifice in
undergoing the imprisonment. True sacrifice is made of sterner
stuff. Let my friend understand the implications of non-violence.
It is a process of conversion. I am convinced. I must be par-
doned for saying it that my out-and-out non-violence has converted
many more Englishmen than any amount of threats or deeds
of violence. I know that when conscious non-violence becomes
general in India swaraj will not be far.
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